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A  M o m e n t  w i t h  P a s t o r  M i k e  
Pentecost is coming on June 8, when we celebrate the birthday of the churchñnot just 

our church here in Caseyville, Illinois, but the whole church, worldwide, and down 

through the centuries. Itõs a great story, how the followers of Jesus had met in the 

Upper Room during the Jewish festival of Pentecost, and Godõs spirit rushed in like a 

wind and gave them gifts to communicate the good news of Jesus Christ. The church 

reached òcritical massó and began a process where the gospel would be carried òto 

Jerusalem, to Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the Earth.ó (Acts 1:8) 
 

Itõs easy, sometimes, for a 

congregation to get discouraged, 

perhaps remembering glory days of 

old, or wishing we had more young 

families. That kind of thinking leads 

to more discouragement and 

decline. Our Dare to Lead team 

has worked on developing a future 

story for our church, and 

challenges us to grow into it. But 

back to the present. I told the 

Board at the May 18 meeting of 

some of the current strengths I 

saw in this congregation. 

 

1. Youõre a loving, caring, friendly congregation.  

2. You have a strong sense of mission. 

3. You have a large percentage of active adults who try to grow in their faith by 

attending worship, Sunday school, and DVD nights. 

4. You have a strong and large choir for a congregation this size, and they do a great 

job of inspiring us at worship. 

5. Your worship service is a nice blend of traditional and modern, which is greatly 

helped by audio-visual support and an attractive sanctuary. 

 

There are other strengths, to be sure, but these came to my mind immediately. Letõs 

pray in the upcoming Pentecost season that Godõs Spirit will bring us fresh new life! 

 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Mike 



Page 2 C r o s s r o a d s  C o n n e c t i o n s 

O u t r e a c h  N e w s  

During the last three Sundays in June, our extra 

Outreach mission for June is to collect food pantry 

items intended for school children home alone during 

summer vacation.   

 

Think of items they can fix for themselves, such as 

cereal, canned pasta meals (spaghetti & meatballs, 

ravioli, Beef-a-Roni) tuna, peanut butter, chicken & 

dumplings, pork & beans, canned fruit, desserts that 

need no refrigeration, and whatever else you can 

think of that kids like to eat.  The collection baskets 

will be in the west end of the fellowship hall. 

Your contribution, 

large or small, will be 

greatly appreciated.  

As always, if you 

would rather 

contribute money, just 

add the amount to 

your regular offering, 

and state in the 

comments line of your 

check how much for 

this mission. 

 

D i d  Y o u  K n o w ?  
 

Crossroads has a special fund called the Choir Memorial Fund 

in which you may donate funds for an anthem to be purchased 

in memory (or in honor) of a loved one. When the choir 

performs the anthem for the first time, the name of that 

person is printed in the bulletin along with the donorõs name. 

This is wonderful way to remember a loved one and also 

enables the choir to occasionally purchase new music. See 

Carol Brookshier for more information. 

S p e c i a l  M u s i c   

There is a need for volunteers to share their 

musical talent with us each Sunday during the 

summer months. If you are interested in 

signing up for a Sunday please see Carol 

Brookshier. 
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J u n e  S u n d a y  S e r m o n s  

June 1, 2014 Ascension Sunday 

The Message: Why Gaze into Space? 

Scripture: John 17:1-11; Acts 1:1-11 

 

June 8, 2014 Pentecost Sunday 

The Message: Going Viral 

Scripture: John 20:19-23; Acts 2:1-21 

Theme: The Spirit spreads the word 

 

June 15, 2014 Trinity Sunday  (Fatherõs Day) 

The Message: Guest preaching,  Jan Evans 

 

 June 22, 2014 2nd Sunday after Pentecost   

The Message: Under Protection  

Scripture: Genesis 21:8-21; Matthew 10:24-39 
Theme: When we get in trouble for God, God has our back 

 

June 29, 2014 3rd Sunday after Pentecost   

The Message: What Kind of God?  

Scripture: Genesis 22:1-14; Matthew 10:40-42 

Theme: What do we want of God? What does God want of us? 

C h i p s  f r o m  t h e  B o a r d  

Eldersõ sponsored luncheon for the congregation after 

worship on Sunday, June 1st 

 

Questionnaires for the congregation will be forthcoming 

from the Search Committee and Dare to Lead Committee 

 

June Outreach Project will be to collect food pantry items 

for easy meals that kids can fix while home during summer 

vacation  

 

Crossroads will operate a booth at the Caseyville Picnic on 
July 5th from 5pm to 9 pm and will distribute information 

regarding the church 



Week of Compassion continues to respond 

to emergency needs across the Midwest and 

South in the aftermath of the recent 

tornadoes and flooding from a huge severe 

weather system that swept across the 

region.  In addition to congregations in 

Baxter Springs, Kansas; Tupelo, Mississippi; 

Foley, Alabama and Washington, North 

Carolina, WoC has also provided a grant of 

$10,000 to an initial spring storm appeal 

issued last week by Church World Service.  

Early this week, WoC sent an emergency 

grant to Southern Christian Services for 

Children and Youth (SCSCY), a Disciples 

related agency working with at risk children 

and youth in Mississippi.  The facilities and 

furnishings of SCSCY's adoption and foster 

care program in Tupelo were completely 

destroyed by the tornado.  

 

In response to monsoon triggered floods 

and landslides that have affected ten 

Afghanistan provinces, killed thousands and 

left tens of thousands homeless, Church 

World Service has issued an initial appeal to 

its member communions for $494,000 to 

provide immediate emergency relief.  CWS 

Pakistan\Afghanistan is responding to the 

needs of some of the most vulnerable 

survivors, especially orphans, persons with 

disabilities, widows and female -headed 

households by providing food packages, 

tents, bedding, other non -food items and 

two mobile health 

units.    

Recent tornadoes in the Midwest and South  

Mary Richter home from hospital  

Helen Richter moved to Meridian Village  

Marilyn (mother of Connie) suffering from severe 

back pain  

Bob Green recovering from the flu  

Hedy traveling to Mayo clinic for eye surgery 

consultation  

Patty Buckhannon recent medical tests  

Pat Beyer recent hospital stay  

David (cousin of Marie) in need of a heart 

transplant in Texas  

Wayne thanks everyone for their healing prayers  

Rachel (granddaughter of Wayne & Marie) received 

scholarship from the Belleville/Swansea Moose 

lodge  

Amelia (granddaughter of Wayne & Marie) 

graduating with honors from Belleville East in May  

Betty Allen recent hospital stay  

Aleasha LeVoy (sister -in -law of Jenny) has 

returned to work after being on bed rest during 

pregnancy  

Cancer has returned for Jeannie  

Dorothea (sister of Marie) upcoming hospital tests  

Jamie Rushing in Memorial Hospital with 

pneumonia  

Onnie W. (fmr Office Mgr of Crossroads) recent 

breast cancer diagnosis  

John (friend of Maggie) in the hospital due to 

reaction from cancer treatment  

R.J. Schwalb (nephew of Tom P.) in hospital after 

being found unconscious.    

Prayers also for R.J.õs grandmother Frances (sister 

of Tom P.)  

P r a y e r s 
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O u r  
H o m e b o u n d  
Pat Beyer 

Ray Doctorman 
Rollie & Jodie Hoehn 
Vera Hudson 
Nelson Rodriguez-Arté 

W e e k  o f  C o m p a s s i o n  U p d a t e  
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Your church was new once! 
 

Do you remember what year your church started? Who was the person or persons who decided it was time 

to plant a new church in your community? 

 

Just imagine what your life would be like if no one answered Godõs call to start your church. Do you know 

that more than two-thirds of the United States population doesnõt live within close driving distance of a 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) congregation? Because of the new church movement, Disciples have 

made great strides in correcting that sobering statistic. Disciples have started 830 churches since 2001, 

reaching more than 50,000 individuals who may not have had a relationship with God. Our new churches 

worship in at least 19 different 

languages. 

 

Just as our ancestors started new 

churches, consider how you can 

support the creation of new churches 

in places that do not currently have a 

Disciples church witness. One 

important way that you can support 

this effort is through your generous 

gifts to the Pentecost Offering. By 

supporting the Pentecost Offering, you 

are making it possible for the Church 

to recruit, assess, train and coach new 
church planters. One half of the 

Offering collected stays in your Region 

and the other half goes to Hope 

Partnership for Missional 

Transformation to support their new 

church ministry work. 

 

This yearõs Pentecost Offering will be 

taken on Sundays, June 1 and June 8. 

We give praise to God for the 

sacrifices of generations before us ð the 

new churches that were started by 

courageous, visionary leaders. As a 

member of a Disciples church that was 

new once, will you consider 

participating in this offering so other 

churches can experience new life? 

Pentecost Offering 2014  


