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A  M o m e n t  w i t h  P a s t o r  M i k e  
First of all, let me thank you so much for your prayers, cards, and wishes while I was 

recuperating from my surgery on my eyelids. It’s a wonderful thing to be part of a 

caring community of faith, and to know that you’re being prayed for and loved. 

Everything went well, and it’s great to be getting back into things after a few enforced 

“days off.” I’m also grateful to all those who put together and led the worship service 

on June 15, and the warm welcome that we received on our return on June 22. 

 
This enforced 

break from my 

busy-ness made 

me think again 

of the 

importance of 

Sabbath rest. 

We don’t have 

much of that in 

a hyper-busy 

culture, with 

work demands, 

school and 

recreational 

activities, 

shopping and errands, etc. How many retired people have I heard say that they are 

busier now than when they were employed full-time? The summer months may give us 

more of a chance to receive each day as a gift of God, as opposed to just coping with 

each day. In her excellent book Receiving the Day, Dorothy Bass says that “receiving the 

day begins with setting aside a part of each day for attention to God.” (p. 36). She also 

says, “In Jesus, God did not call us to escape out of time and into God; rather God 

came to humanity in time. Time itself is made holy by the presence of God.” (p. 11) 

 

So, whether on vacation or working, lounging on the deck with a cup of coffee or 

chauffeuring a grandchild to a soccer game, take a faith break. Think (or say out loud), 

“This day is a gift of God, which I receive gratefully. Thank you, God, for your precious 

gift.” 

Grace and peace, 

Mike 
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C r o s s r o a d s  i n  C o l o r  

Easter lilies in June?  
 

 

Our volunteers annually plant the unclaimed 

Easter lilies in the triangle planter in front of the 

church entrance. When the weather warms up 

you can see the results! Come and see what else 

is blooming at Crossroads this summer, and many 

thanks to those who volunteer to plant and tend 

to our flowers and shrubs throughout the year. 

T h e  L a n d s c a p e  f o r  M i s s i o n  
 

The surrounding culture is 

very different for the 

Church of today than it has 

been in any time in history. 

The Church itself is also 

different than in the 1960s 

when our movement came 

together under The Design 
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 

 

Join General Minister and President Sharon Watkins and other Disciples in a four-part video series that sets 

out some of the opportunities in our present context. 

 

The Wednesday evening Dinner-Video-Discussion group viewed part one on June 18, and will continue the 

video series on July 9, 16, & 22. 

S p e c i a l  M u s i c   

There is a need for volunteers to share their 

musical talent with us each Sunday during the 

summer months. If you are interested in 

signing up for a Sunday please see Carol 

Brookshier. 
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J u l y  S u n d a y  S e r m o n s  

July 6, 2014  4th Sunday after Pentecost 

The Message: To Explore New Worlds 

Scripture: Genesis 24:34-39, 58-67; Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Theme: Your mission, should you choose to accept it... 

 

July 13, 2014 5th Sunday after Pentecost 

The Message: Spreading the Word 

Scripture: Isaiah 55:10-13; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

Theme: Sowing seed, trusting the promise 

 

July 20, 2014 6th Sunday after Pentecost 

The Message: How Awesome is This Place! 

Scripture: Genesis 28:10-19; Romans 8:12-25 

Theme: Where is your holy space? 

 
 July 27, 2014 7th Sunday after Pentecost   

The Message: We Walk by Faith  

Scripture: Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-35, 44-52 

Theme: Trust in the love and power of God 

C h i p s  f r o m  t h e  B o a r d  

Due to severe cold winter resulting in increased usage, 

monthly budget billing from Ameren has risen from $585 

to $701 

The Board approved an increase of $500 to Pastor Mike's 

yearly expense budget due to extra mileage, pastor's 

retreat fees, etc. 

July's Outreach project will be "Up Close & Personal" to 

collect women's & men's personal items 

July Loose Change offering will benefit Woodhaven 

Plumbing in bathroom near kitchen has been repaired 

Family Movie Nights to begin Saturday, July 12 



Out of every $1 given to Week of 

Compassion… 

 

Change the world in an 

accountable, efficient, 

trustworthy, effective, 

sustainable way by supporting 

Week of Compassion ministry. 

Stephanie (niece of Virginia) has a spot of treatable 

skin cancer 

Jim (friend of David K.) in hospital with serious 

medical issues 

Erin (friend of David K.) has medical issues 

Cindy (aunt of David K.) recently diagnosed with 

macular degeneration 

Jamie (friend of Wayne & Marie) has stage 4 lung 

cancer 

Gary (friend of Wayne & Marie) cancer near left eye 

Death of Pat Beyer on June 8  

Pastor Mike recovering from eye surgery 

John (friend of Maggie) prayers for strength during 

his fight with cancer 

Lucy (grandmother of David) upcoming knee 

replacement surgery 

Death of Dorothy Kinney (Kathy’s mom) on June 17 

Onnie Wargo cancer surgery next Tuesday 

Steve & Robyn (friends of Susan) expecting their 

4th child which will require immediate heart 

surgery after birth 

Melanie (niece of Tom & Mary) recent surgery 

revealed no cancer 

Thankful prayers for fathers worldwide and sons 

who can act like fathers when necessary 

Renee (friend of Bob G.) 

has breast cancer 

Mary P. experiencing 

headaches after 

automobile accident 

P r a y e r s  
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O u r  
H o m e b o u n d  
Ray Doctorman 
Rollie & Jodie Hoehn 
Vera Hudson 
Nelson Rodriguez-Arté 

W e e k  o f  C o m p a s s i o n  U p d a t e  

New Address! 

Jo Jones 

The Fountains of Shiloh 

1201 Hartman Lane 

Room 211 

Shiloh, IL 62221 
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By Rick Morse, Vice President for Congregational Services 

Hope Partnership for Missional Transformation 

 

After two years of research, design, partnership and piloting with more than 70 Disciples congregations, a 

Hope Partnership service called THE JOURNEY is making an impact on leaders, congregations and 

communities throughout the United States and Canada. 

 

Design of The Journey process started almost immediately after a Leadership Summit was held in Indianapolis 

in 2009.  Participants, who included seminary, Regional, and general ministry partners and high-impact 

transformational pastors, all agreed on the basic principles that congregational transformation happens when 

leaders themselves are transformed and that transformational leadership is different from other forms of 

leadership. 

 

“It became clear to all of us,” says Rick Morse of Hope Partnership, 

“that learning to be a transformational leader is like learning how to 
swim.  You can read all the books you want, but you have to 

experience it in your setting.”  The summit resulted in collaboration 

with Higher Education & Leadership Ministries, Disciples Home 

Missions, the Fund for Theological Education and Disciples Women 

to create an experiential process that guides lay and clergy leaders 

through a two-year transformative process, Region by Region. 

 

The Journey takes proven processes in a unique combination to help in the formation of transformational 

leaders.  Using coaching, experiential learning, peer groups and cohorts of congregations working together, 

congregations are making major strides in their transformation. 

 

Leaders who participate in The Journey are surprised by their transformation.  One church leader, who was a 

West Point graduate and career military officer, found the transformation almost immediate.  In the first 

Experience retreat, he observed that he had never been taught the skill of listening to others. So, although he 

was full of ideas in one of the activities, his group could not complete their task because he did not listen to 

them.  By the end of the second retreat weekend, he shared with the group that he is a different leader now 

as a result of this process and cannot wait to see the results back home. 

 

Peer groups (called CARE groups) for pastors are an essential part of The Journey process.  The Journey 

employs a trained Care Group host to work with a CARE group four times a year.  Hosts are primarily 

marriage and family therapists, who are well versed at facilitating these processes by asking skillfully formed 

questions. The peer group evaluations have exceeded expectations.  Pastors report that they are leery at first 

of the time commitment these groups take, but after a short time, they begin to see the value of this kind of 

collaboration. “There are countless stories of transformative work that takes place as pastors support one 

another,” says Linda Gardner, who coordinates the dozen active groups. 

 

While some congregations whose leaders have participated in The Journey do better than others, there is no 

denying that the transformational process has begun at some level in every Journey church.  Even the most 

skeptical congregations find themselves on the path to change and a promising future. 

THE JOURNEYī The First 70 Congregations 



 U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

2415 North 89th Street 

Caseyville, IL 62232 

(618)398-1587 

Interim Pastor - Rev. Michael Dixon 

 medixon2@earthlink.net 

Office Manager - Patrick McAllister 

 crossroadsdisciple@sbcglobal.net 

           Hours: M,T,W,Th  8-12   

Music Director - Carol Brookshier 

 clbrookshier@charter.net 

Nursery - Connie McAllister 

Custodian - Richard Reichling 

C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h  

Weõre Disciples: a movement for 

wholeness in a fragmented world 

M a r k  Y o u r  C a l e n d a r  

The BEACON Pathway to Hope 5K Run/Walk and kids fun run 

will be held at Belleville West High School on Saturday, July 26, 

2014 beginning at 8am. More information is available on the 

bulletin board in fellowship hall. 

 

The August 1, 2014 Church Women United Summer Picnic will 

be at the Moose Pavilion in Swansea starting at 11:30am. 

Hamburgers, hot dogs, and drinks will be provided. The cost will 

be $2 and complimentary side dishes 

are appreciated. Reservations may be 

made with Grace Moon @ 234-2688. 

L u n c h  B u n c h  

On Tuesday, July 15, 2014, the Lunch 

Bunch will meet at noon at Schiappa’s, 

1411 W. Hwy 50, O’Fallon, IL.  A sign-up 

sheet is in fellowship hall.  


