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Crossroads Connections  

I face the biggest struggles that I learn the 

most. Soéwhatõs one example of 

something that did not go well this past 

year? What did you learn? 
 

The second portion the book of Isaiah 

describes the world about 500 years before 

the birth of Jesus when the people were 
living in exile in Babylon. The author 

reminded them to look back over the 

years: òThink about this. Wrap your minds 

around it. This is serious business, rebels. 

Take it to heart. Remember your history, 

your long and rich historyó (46:8-9, The 

Message). And yet Isaiah also invited them 

to envision a new future, òForget about 

whatõs happened; donõt keep going over old 

history. Be alert, be present. Iõm about to 

do something brand-new. Itõs bursting out! 

Donõt you see it?ó (43:18-19). And the new 

thing did happen, for King Cyrus soon 

liberated the people from exile! 
 

So which is it? Remember your past; or 

forget the past and look for change? I think 

itõs both. In order to understand where we 

are heading (for change will happen 

whether weõre ready or not), we need to 

recall where weõve been. So for this New 

Year think about this question: òWhat have 

I learned during this past year that will help 

me navigate the changes this year?ó 

A  c h u r c h  i n  t h e  c r o s s r o a d s  o f  l i f e 

  Staci and I played roles    

  in Charles Dickensõ A    

  Christmas Carol at the  

  Looking Glass Playhouse  

  in December. During a  

  rehearsal I jokingly said  

  to the person playing  

  Scrooge, òYou havenõt  

  changed much since last  

  year; youõre still  

  grouchy!ó Being a friend  

  of mine, he grouchily  

  replied, òWell, you 

havenõt changed either!ó 
 

Scroogesõ jesting words got me to 

thinking. I wondered, òWhat has changed 

during the past year?ó I began to think of 

whatõs changed in my life, the church, and 

in the world. I was amazed at how much 

has changed. Changes are part of life, and 

although we may often wish things could 

stay the sameñthey donõt. At this time of 

year we think about changes to make for 

the New Year, but we often forget to 

reflect on the changes that occurred 

during the past year. It might be easy to 

reflect on the question, òWhat went well 

with the year?ó Can you name one thing? 

How about two? 
 

The more difficult questions might be, 

òWhat obstacles did you face? What 

might you have done differently?ó Being 

honest about the difficulties of the past 

year may not be easy, for weõd rather 

forget about them and move on. I have 

often discovered, however, that itõs when 
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Elderõs Corner       

One of my favorite things to do is to read church 

welcome signs.  We have seen the standard sign that 

says the name of the church, start times, and a 

generic òwelcomeó.  We have all seen the silly signs 

that attempt to be humorous and some that try to 

scare you into church.  All of them make some kind 

of statement of welcome.  
 

Itõs of little use to tell people they are welcome unless 

we specifically show how we welcome.  Just like with 

love, we cannot assume that all people feel it unless 

we specifically state our love and welcome of 

all.  How does a church communicate this? 
 

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Community, a church 

in Daytona Beach, FL, has a bulletin insert that 

explicitly states just how they welcome all.  This, 

friends, is what a radical welcome message looks like: 
òWe extend a special welcome to those who are single, 

married, divorced, gay, filthy rich, dirt poor, yo no habla 

Ingles. We extend a special welcome to those who are 

crying newborns, skinny as a rail or could afford to lose a 

few pounds. 
 

We welcome you if you can sing like Andrea Bocelli or like 

our pastor who canõt carry a note in a bucket. Youõre 

welcome here if youõre òjust browsing,ó just woke up or 

just got out of jail. We donõt care if youõre more Catholic 

than the Pope, or havenõt been in church since little Joeyõs 

Baptism. 
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We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 

but not grown up yet, and to teenagers who are growing 

up too fast. We welcome soccer moms, NASCAR dads, 

starving artists, tree-huggers, latte-sippers, vegetarians, 

junk-food eaters. We welcome those who are in 

recovery or still addicted. We welcome you if youõre 

having problems or youõre down in the dumps or if you 
donõt like òorganized religion,ó weõve been there too. 
 

If you blew all your offering money at the dog track, 

youõre welcome here. We offer a special welcome to 

those who think the earth is flat, work too hard, donõt 

work, canõt spell, or because grandma is in town and 

wanted to go to church. 

We welcome those who are inked, pierced or both. We 

offer a special welcome to those who could use a prayer 

right now, had religion shoved down your throat as a kid 

or got lost in traffic and wound up here by mistake. We 

welcome tourists, seekers and doubters, bleeding hearts 

é and you!ó 
 

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Community 

expresses that all are welcome.  When we show 

love to all, we bring the gospel of Jesus to a world 

that needs this.  May we be found faithfully 

welcoming all, sharing the good news of Jesus that 

changes the world.  May we be open to how Jesus 

can change us too. 

ñ Jennifer Lewis 

Without Kenõs supervision who 

knows what weõd end up with. 



16 People were in attendance at the board 

meeting. Pat McAllister called the meeting to 

order. The following was reviewed:  

Minutes of Previous Meeting ð Set into 

record. 

Reports of Officers 

Treasurer/Office Manager: Monthly Financial 

report and the November Account Balances 

to be filed for audit. 2013 Budget set into 

record. 

Reports from the various Committees/Task 

Forces 

Worship ð Ken Holmes stated Christmas 

Advent items are handled.  And the Christmas 

Eve service is upcoming. 

Stewardship/Finance ð Kay Marshall submitted 

financial report and the 2013 Annual Budget 

on behalf of Mike Thompson. 

Property ðJim Buckhannon stated that the sign 

would be started on Monday, December 

17th. 

Hospitality ð Carole Thompson reported 

that the Christmas Dinner and Party was a 

successful event.  She stated that she 

thought they had approximately 54 people 

signed up to attend but that the attendance 

was probably closer to 56 people. 

Pastorõs Report - included in the board 

meeting agenda packet.  

New Business:  The DARE program was 

being review by the board. 
 

Next Board Meeting to be held on: 

Sunday,  January 13th, 2013 (Special board 

meeting to discuss DARE program) 

Sunday,  January  20th, 2013 (Regular board 

meeting) 

C h i p s  f r o m  t h e  B o a r d  
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The Rev Dr. Michael Kinnamon will share his 

insights of the ecumenical movement in 

relation to the Catholic Church since the 

Second Vatican Council during an ecumenical 

prayer service on Sunday, January 6, 2:30 

pm., at the Cathedral of St. Peter (200 West 

Harrison Street, Belleville, IL). Dr. Kinnamon 

is a widely known scholar in ecumenical 

circles, both nationally and internationally, 

and is well known as a Disciples educator and 

author. He is the out-going General 

Secretary of The National Council of 

Churches, and prior to that he taught at Eden 

Theological Seminary. The Diocese of 

Belleville invites you to hear Dr. Kinnamon as 

part of their 125th anniversary. Pastor Doug 

has been part of the planning committee and 

will participate in the service. 

R e v  D r .  M i c h a e l  K i n n a m o n   Thank You!!  I want to thank everyone for praying for me as I 
have done much better than my doctor thought; 
he was pleased when I saw him on Friday. I now 
can walk and put weight on my foot. What a 
wonderful feeling to know you all are so caring. I 
also want to thank everyone who sent cards, 
flowers, and visited me while in rehab. Thanks 
also to the ladies who made soup and came to 
see me on Friday.  

I will miss the Christmas season with Crossroads 
as I will be visiting my family in Arizona, I have a 
new Great Grandson that I will get to see for the 
first time. I will be thinking about all of you during 
the Christmas Holiday. Again may I thank you all 
for your concerns.  

   Thank You,     Betty L. McCoy 



Schaefer Family, sudden death of Terry 

Pam & Gary C. (friend of Jan) Gary has cancer 

and Pam learning to cope 

Debi L (former Pastor) heart attack  

Kim ( friend of Pat P) lung cancer surgery 

Veronica (friend of Staci) unspoken concern 

Family of Johnny Bunch (nephew of Wayne) died 
from heart attack 

Kelly (friend of David) her dog had to be put 

down 

Rosie (friend of Marie) shoulder replacement and 

rehab 

Bill P had good test results 

Death of Jacob Hartõs Grandmother 

Jeff (cousin of David) recovering well from 

surgery 

Jenniferõs Grandpa Lewis on dialysis 

Jenniferõs Dad, grieving loss of sister 

Lia (Davidõs friend) recovering from surgery 

Shawna S. (Dawnõs daughter) prayers for healing 

and less pain  

Adrienne & Marty recovering from hurricane 

damage 

Kim (relative of Pat P) lung cancer 

Dorma (friend of Pat P) has heart failure 

Cathy M, thankful for church family 

Staci C, prayer for safe travels for all who visit 

family and friends over the holidays 

Paula (friend of pat P) cancer Chris (friend of 

Cathy M) recovering from surgery 

Jenniferõs Grandpa on hospice  

Carolyn P, fell and fractured spine 

Pastor Doug had the flu 

Lenny (son of Faye P.) 5th surgery on knee that 

was crushed in accident   

Nick & Jenny (family of Pat H.) custody hearing 

Margaret S. daughter-in-law, surgery   
Marie R. MRI on a growth in lung   

Barb (friend of Marie R.) recovering from kidney 

stones   

Abbi R. (Granddaughter of Marie R.) tonsil's 

removed 

Sue (friend of Kay) leg and hip better than 

expected 

Jenniferõs niece Adia, holes in heart are healed 

Death of Don N. (cousin of Trishõs Dad) 

Death of Ray M (friend of the Mielkeõs) 

Ottensmeier Family on the death of Paula 

Dean (brother-in-law of Mona) early stages of 

Alzheimer's 

Bonnie (sister-in-law of Mona) cancer 

Tim (nephew of Mona) hip replacement 

John David (in-law of Barbeeõs) accident 

Wayne R Jr. installation as Jr. Warden at Masonic 

Temple of Belleville 

Jennifer, follow up from medical tests 

Jenniferõs sister, epilepsy 

Flo D., surgery 

P r a y e r s 

O u r  
H o m e b o u n d  
Pat Beyer 

Ray Doctorman 
Rollie & Jodie Hoehn 
Vera Hudson 
Mary Moss 

Nelson Rodriguez-Arté 
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Deaconõs
 Benevol

ence Fun
d

 

Please keep in mind that Crossroads 

Christian Church has an emergency 

assistance fund available to Church 

members who are in need. If you are 

in need please contact Pastor Doug 

or an Elder. Your request will be 

held in the strictest confidence. If 

you would like to donate to the fund 

please place your donation in the 

offering plate or bring/send to the 

office. Be sure to designate that the 

funds 
are fo

r the 
Deacon

õs 

benevolence fund. The Christmas Eve 

offering will go to the this fund.  

Thank You!!  

Caseyville Food Pantry 

would like to thank everyone 

for the generous donation to 

the Pantry. Your donations 

will help many in these 

challenging times. 

  God Bless                   
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Beacon ñ Needs 
EMERGENCY! Furniture inventory is at its lowest 

level, so low that the focus for the reminder of 

the year will be for furniture pick ups. Deliveries 

will be at a bare minimum since, with the 

exception of some sofas and LR chairs, we have 

nothing left. The need for mattresses and box 

springs of all sizes is critical.   
 

I have qualified applications for 16 queen/full sets 

and 12 twin sets, a total of 28 mattresses and box 

springs; we need 9 kitchen table and chair sets 

and eight requests for dressers or chests. This in 

addition to 17 more applications, pending 

qualification, requesting another 8 twin sets.   
 

Please contact Beacon at 222-8942...leave your 

name, address, phone number, and the items you 

wish to donate. We will contact you with a 

date and time that we will be making pick ups.  
  

NOTE: We only take furnitureñno 

appliances, TVs, dishes, or other electronics. 

We also do not take entertainment centers 

and large shelving units; our clients live in 

small quarters and very large furniture just will 

not fit. Any assistance will be greatly 

appreciated.   
 

It is obvious that Beacon's efforts are being 

recognized in the community...for that we are 

grateful. But now we need help in serving 

those in need    .ñBill Kniesly 

More Christmas Party Pics 


